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Abstract: 

The limestone stela described in the following pages is currently 

located in the Cairo Museum under the number CG 1579 and SR 

2/15196, it belongs to an official named Ni-Pepy. 

The stela most probably was from his tomb which was likely 

located in the middle necropolis of Abydos
(1)

, although the stela was 

mentioned by Mariette
(2)

, Sethe
(3)

 and Borchardt
(4)

, it was never 

published fully before. 

Description: 

It is a rectangular limestone stela measuring 130 c.m high, 67 

c.m in width and 14 c.m in thickness, it is in a good state of 

preservation with a slight fraction in its lower right side, no remains of 

colours can be recognized. All the texts and the figure of the owner of 

the stela Ni-Pepy are all well incised
(5)

. 

The stela is divided into three parts, the upper one is dominated 

by five lines of inscriptions where the signs are oriented from right to 

left, the lower-framing line of these five lines of inscriptions delineates 

the upper part of the stela from the lower two parts. 

As for the lower two parts, they consist of a left part, which is 

much larger than the right one, where it shows the stela’s owner 

standing in the addressing posture
(6)

, where he is acting in the pose of 

speech
(7)

, He appears barefooted wearing a short knee length kilt
(8)

 

tight at the waist with a triangular front projection, his left leg is 

extended forward, he is wearing a broad collar in his neck and two 

bands in his wrists. The face of the deceased is destroyed with some 

exceptions can hardly observed as the nose, the earlobe and the lips
(9)

, 

his head is covered with a shoulder length wig leaving the ear 

uncovered
(10)

, whilst the right part of that lower section of the stela 

displays only two vertical columns of inscriptions, in which the signs 

are directed from right to left, these two vertical lines include in each 

two titles for Ni-Pepy. 
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Text and Translation: 

(a) The horizontal five inscriptions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I  anxw  tpw  tA  bAkw  miti.i(11) 
Wnnt.sn  (m)  Sms  nTr 

Ddt.sn  xA  t  xA  Hnqt  xA  kAw  xA  Apdw  n 
HAty-a  mAa  imA-a  xrp  nsty  xrp  hAts  km 

smr-waty  iry  nfr-HAt  Ni-Ppy 

Translation:  

(1)O, the living ones upon the earth, (men) servants like me (2) 

shall they be (in) the accompany of the god (3) Shall they say 

(utter) a thousand loaves of bread, a thousand jars of beer, a 

thousand of bull, a thousand of fowl to (4) “True count”, “gracious 

of arm”, “director of the two thrones”, “controller of the black 

jar”
(12)

, (5) “Sole companion”, “keeper of the headdress”
(13)

, Ni-

Pepy. 
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(b) The vertical two Inscriptions: 

          
 

sHD  Hm(w)-nTr  Mn-nfr-Ppy  xtmty-bity  sHD  Hm(w)-nTr  #a-nfr-Mr-n-
Ra  imy-r   pr-nswt 

Translation: 

(1)“Inspector of Hm-nTr priests of the pyramid of Pepi I”, “sealer of the 

king of Lower Egypt”
(14)

, (2) “Inspector of Hm-nTr priests of the 

pyramid (the perfection – of – Merenre – appears – in Glory)”, 

“overseer of the king’s domain”
(15)

. 

The Commentary: 

(A) The Name and Titles of Ni-Ppy: 

The name Ni-Ppy was known since the Old Kingdom
(16)

, Ranke 

translated it by “the one who belongs to (king) Pepi”
(17)

, Kuraszkiewicz 

noted that there were three individuals bore the name of Ni-Ppy in the 

Old Kingdom, two of them came from the Memphite necropolis 

nearby Pepy II’s pyramid
(18)

 while the last one was buried in 

Abydos
(19)

, By the end of the Old Kingdom the private names which 

were incorporated with the names of the kings were very common
(20)

. 
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The stela presents ten titles held by Ni-Pepy during his long career, 

which are arranged in alphabetical order as follows: 

(1) imA-a (gracious of arm)
(21)

. 

(2)  Imy-r  pr-nswt (overseer of the king’s domain)
(22)

. 

(3)  Iry  nfr-HAt (keeper of the headdress)
(23)

. 

(4)  HAty-a  mAa (true count)
(24)

. 

(5)  xrp  nsty (director of the two thrones)
(25)

.  

 

(6)  xrp  hAts  km (director of the black jar)
(26)

. 

(7)  xtmty-bity(27)
 (sealer of the king of lower Egypt)

(28)
. 

(8)  Smr-waty (sole companion)
(29)

. 

(9) sHD  Hm(w)-nTr  Mn-nfr-Ppy (inspector of Hm-nTr priests of the 

pyramid of Pepi I)
(30)

. 

(10) sHD  Hm(w)-nTr  ¢a-nfr-Mr-n-Ra (inspector of Hm-nTr priests of 

the pyramid of Merenre)
(31)

. 

(1) imA-a: Wörterbuch read the title as imA-a(32)
, Gunn and Helck 

translated it as : “agreeable hand”
(33)

, while Jones translated it as 

“gracious of arm”
(34)

. 

It was known since the reign of king “Den”
(35)

, by the time of the 

second dynasty it was linked with the court
(36)

, it continued in use 

thereafter where it sometimes appeared during the fourth and early 

fifth dynasties
(37)

, but by the second half of the fifth dynasty and during 

the sixth dynasty it became of high consideration
(38)

. 

Altenmüller noted that it was a regular court office
(39)

, Strudwick 

presented a table of twenty imA-a who carried the title during the Old 

Kingdom, seventeen of them came from the Memphite necropolis, 

while three were buried in the provinces
(40)

. 

For the meaning of that title and so determine the functions of its 

holder, it is noticed that it consists of two components, the ideogram 

(41)
 which is read as imA or iAm(42)

 and translated as “kind” or 

“gracious” or sometimes as “favorite”
(43)

, while the other component is 

the unilateral sign  a which means hand or arm
(44)

 or “assistant” 

when it was involved in titles
(45)

. 
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It is worth commenting that the imA/iAm tree was mentioned in the 

Pyramid Texts where it attends, serves and supplies the dead king with 

all his provisions in the afterlife
(46)

 and later the Coffin Texts 

confirmed the same role for that tree
(47)

. 

Consequently, It was a divine tree which guaranteed protection and 

supplies for the king in the afterlife, and since the king’s afterlife is a 

reflection of his earthly ideas and life, so it would be acceptable that 

imA-a was a person who offered protection and provisions for the living 

king, as he performed the role of imA tree but in the real life. 

Thus the imA-a was a court title – as Altenmüller mentioned before – 

but of high status that was confirmed by the fact that twelve of the 

twenty holders of the title were vezirs
(48)

 and the title’s holder, Ni-Ppy 

in our case, was responsible for serving and attending to the living 

king. 

(2) imy-r pr-nswt: the holder of that title was in charge of managing 

and administrating the royal palace
(49)

, the title was found in the 

titularies of many officials in the Memphite necropolis as the vizier 

¢nty-kAi / ixxi(50) and in the provinces as Ni-Ppy of Abydos
(51)

 and Im-
Htp of Sheikh-Said

(52)
. 

(3) Iry  nfr-HAt: is a court title indicates an office related to the king’s 

headdress
(53)

, Wörterbuch mentioned that the word nfr-HAt means 

diadem
(54)

, thus it was a headdress other than a wig
(55)

, it might be a 

knotted head band or headdress, this meaning is proved by a New 

Kingdom text where the verb Ts was followed by the determinative  
(56)

 which indicates a headdress. 

The role of the holders of  Iry  nfr-HAt is to be a keeper of the royal 

headdresses including wigs, their keeping, storage as well as the 

responsibilities of adorning the head of the sovereign as reflected from 

title iry  nfr-HAt  m  sXkr  Ḥr(57). 

Although the title was a court title, it was attested also in the provinces 

as: Ni-Ppy – the stela’s owner –, kAi-Hb / Tti of Akhmim
(58)

, Ppy-anx-
Hry-ib of Meir

(59)
 and I’p of elsaff

(60)
. 

(4) HAty-a  mAa: It was known since the time of Unis till the end of the 

Old Kingdom
(61)

, Different opinions were raised concerning the 
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addition of mAa as an adjective subsequent to titles, Wörterbuch and 

Edgerton mentioned that it shows that the job was actually practised
(62)

, 

Kanawati suggested that it might reveal a degree of superiority or 

significance for the title’s holder
(63)

, whilst Gunn, James and Fischer 

believed that such addition didnot reflect any significance or status for 

the holder of the title
(64)

, this office was the higher rank held by Ni-Ppy 

in his long career track. 

(5) xrp  nsty: This court title is composed of two words: xrp which 

means “director”
(65)

 and nsty which means the “two thrones”
(66)

. 

Gardiner believed that the two thrones referred to the two seats in 

which the king and queen sat on during taking their meals with each 

other in the palace
(67)

. 

Although the title was held by viziers in the middle of the fifth 

dynasty
(68)

, Both Gardiner and Helck supposed that it was a middle 

rank performed by the servants of the royal palace
(69)

, it may be one of 

the primary offices carried out by Ni-Ppy in his early career path 

(6) xrp  hAts  km: The title was known since the late of the fourth 

dynasty
(70)

 and continued in use till the end of the Old Kingdom in the 

Memphite Capital and in the provinces as well
(71)

. 

The word hAts  km which means the black jar was likely referred to the 

jar of wine
(72)

, It is worth commenting that the title xrp  hAts  km and 

the previous title xrp  nsty were always frequently found together with 

each other
(73)

, which led Gardiner to note that both titles were 

connected with the royal table
(74)

, thus the xrp  hAts  km  s were most 

probably in charge of pouring wine to the royal couple during taking 

their meals. 

(7) xtmty-bity: It was first known since the archaic period
(75)

 and 

continued in use till the end of the Old Kingdom
(76)

. 

The title was widely spread in the Old Kingdom in both the Memphite 

necropolis and the provinces as well
(77)

, this is due to the urgent need 

for the king and the state to store different kinds of raw materials and 

food in all the provinces. 

These different kinds of raw materials and food were stored and 

secured in large stores with the supervision of the local chief
(78)

, such 
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great responsibility on local chiefs made the office and services of 

xtmty-bity always required
(79)

. 

Consequently, as HAty-a  mAa and xtmty-bity, Ni-Ppy was in charge of all 

the stores of raw materials and food in the eighth nome of Upper Egypt 

(Abydos). 

(8) smr-waty: It was known since the fourth dynasty particularly since 

the time of Cheops as it was held by Ḥm-Iwnw(80)
 and continued in use 

till the end of the Old Kingdom in the Memphite capital as well as the 

provinces
(81)

. 

The title smr-waty was much debated amongst scholars, some suggest 

that it was a honorific title that only reflected the standing of its holder 

and his relationship with the sovereign
(82)

, Fischer noted that it was the 

lowest of the titles of rank
(83)

 without referring to a particular task that 

a smr-waty could execute, while the royal decrees revealed that smr-
waty s might have carried out the responsibilities of the royal 

envoys
(84)

. Consequently, it was a real office with specific tasks 

performed to the sovereign, it also shows the position gained by Ni-
Ppy from his sovereign. 

(9) SHD  Hm(w)-nTr  Mn-nfr-Ppy 

(10) SHD  Hm(w)-nTr  ¢a-nfr-Mr-n-Ra 

Hm(w)-nTr were one of the temple Phyles which involved beside them 

other staff and personnel as wab(w), Xry(w)-Hbt priests, xnty(w)-S and 

Dt servants
(85)

, each of them carried out specific tasks in the temple. 

Both Hm(w)-nTr and wab(w) priests were responsible for the recitation 

of the daily rituals and the monthly activities
(86)

, As for Ni-Ppy who 

was sHD  Hm(w)-nTr he presided all these temple Phyles in both cult 

temples of Pepy I and Merenre I
(87)

. 

According to Muhs these several temple staff and personnel served 

only for a month in ten, this enabled them to be assigned in more than 

one mortuary temple
(88)

, as in case of Ni-Ppy who performed the task 

of this office in both mortuary temples of Pepy I and Merenre I, It is 

worth to note that such office sHD  Hm(w)-nTr was not linked with gods’ 

temples before the Middle Kingdom
(89)

. 
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(B) Dating Criteria: 

The stela shows some artistic and epigraphical features which 

help to assign and determine a particular date for it: 

As for the Artistic Features of dating: 

(1)  The stela presents many artistic features which represent the 

second Old Kingdom style, this style which began since the time 

of Pepy I till the end of the Eighth dynasty
(90)

 as: the shoulder 

length wig that leaves the ear uncovered, the broad collar which 

was worn by the deceased around his neck, the positioning of the 

earlobe of the deceased on the same line with the bottom of the 

nose and the depicting of the ears of the deceased precisely 

vertical without any bending
(91)

. 

(2)  The deceased is depicting in the addressing posture, which is 

known by the early of the fifth dynasty, but it became familiar 

during the sixth dynasty
(92)

. 

As for the epigraphical and textual features of dating: 

(3)  The stela shows some epigraphical and textual features which 

characterized the end of the Old Kingdom as: the appearance of 

the suffix (.sn), in the second and third horizontal inscriptions, 

without the plural signs ( ) is a frequent feature until the 

twelfth dynasty
(93)

. 

(4)  The appearance of the title sHD  Hm(w)-nTr + royal pyramid 

complex, is not frequent after the middle of the sixth dynasty in 

the provinces
(94)

. 

(5)  The stela displays the formula of “addressing to the living”, in 

the first horizontal line of the stela’s inscriptions, in which the 

deceased asked the passer – by to recite the food prayers
(95)

, 

which appeared in the third line of the stela, the formula in that 

situation began from the last years of Pepy I’s reign, flourished 

by the time of Merenre I and continued in that status during the 

reign of Pepy II and thereafter
(96)

. 

(6)  The name Ni-Ppy appeared twice only in the Old Kingdom 

beside the owner of the current stela, both of them were buried 

nearby Pepy II’s pyramid in the Memphite necropolis
(97)

. 
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Conclusion: 

(1)  The titles held by Ni-Ppy reflected that he began his long career 

track in the Memphite residence, where he served in the royal 

palace as reflected from titles (1), (2), (3), (5), (6) and (8), at the 

same time he served as an inspector of the Hm-nTr priests in the 

mortuary temples of both kings Pepy I and Merenre I, then after a 

long time in serving the king, Ni-Ppy was appointed as a true count 

for Abydos as reflected from title (4) and as a part of his 

responsibility in Abydos to guarantee the security of the stores in 

the eighth nome he held the title xtmty-bity (7). 

(2)  Ni-Ppy was very trusted by the king that allowed the latter to 

select him from a high court official to be appointed as the count of 

Abydos which was the center of the royal administration in Upper 

Egypt throughout the Old Kingdom. 

(3)  The titles (1) and (3) show the direct and intimate relationship 

between Ni-Ppy and the sovereign. 

(4)  Most probably Ni-Ppy was “overseer of the king’s domain” before 

he was appointed as count of Abydos where the stela was 

discovered. 

(5)  Baer suggested a very wide date for Ni-Ppy which started from the 

reign of Merenre I to the end of the Eighth dynasty
(98)

, but 

according to the previous mentioned dating criteria, it is clear that 

the stela is a sixth dynasty stela, but as reflected from (B1) the stela 

might be dated by the time of Pepy I to the end of the Eighth 

dynasty, but as (B6) shows that the name Ni-Ppy appeared twice in 

the Memphite necropolis both came from nearby the pyramid of 

Pepy II, also (B5) indicates that the formula was introduced since 

the late years of Pepy I, flourished by the time of Merenre I and 

continued in the reign of Pepy II, in addition to (B4), so the stela is 

not earlier than the last years of Pepy I and not later than the 

middle of the sixth dynasty, if one adds in consideration the two 

titles (9) and (10) where Ni-Ppy acted as inspector of Hm-nTr priests 

in the mortuary temples of Pepy I and Merenre I, so I suggest the 



 Dr. Ahmed Hamdy Abdelmoniem                        A Sixth Dynasty Stela from Abydos 

 م(0202أكتوبر ) -العدد التاسع                                        ية املصرية                                                   والحضار ية التاريخالدراسات مجلة 

  

11 

dating of the stela by the reign of Merenre I to the early years of 

Pepy II and that Ni-Ppy might be contemporary to the sovereigns 

Pepy I, Merenre I and the early years (First quarter) of Pepy II. 
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