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Summary
Baldwin's journey from Edessa to the throne of Jerusalem
(October 2 — November 9 1100 AD / Dhu al-Qa'dah 27 493
AH - 4 Muharram 494 AH)

Godfrey’s death on July YA, )+« CE/Ramadan %, £€9Y AH raised an
important and dangerous issue for the Crusaders in Jerusalem, namely the
selection of a successor to Godfrey, which led to a political vacuum and the
outbreak of conflict over this position between two strong parties or parties
in the Holy City. The first party was led by Dimbert, the ambitious Patriarch
of Jerusalem. The politician, who had hoped to succeed Godfrey in the rule
of Jerusalem, was joined by Bohemand's nephew Tancred. The second party
included the Lutherans, the Knights of Jerusalem, who rejected the idea of
,establishing a theocratic government and handing over power to Dimbert
who decided, in agreement with Tencred, that Bohemand should be
summoned to help him ascend the throne of the House. Al-Maqdis, but the
hopes of the two men, Dimbert and Tancred, were disappointed because the
message did not reach Bohemand, who was captured at the beginning of
August V) *YAD /Ramadan €3Y AH and is completely ignorant of the events
of Jerusalem. Baldwin received the envoys of the Holy City and responded
to their request and began his journey to Edessa on October Y, YY++ AD/ YV
Dhu al-Qa’dah £3Y AH, along the Mediterranean coast. Takia and from there
to Lattakia and then to Tripoli, where Prince Fakhr al-Malik bin Ammar sent
him supplies and provisions. Near Beirut, the Duqaq of the Emir of Damascus
and the State Pavilion, Hussein, the owner of Homs, and the Add al-Dawla
al-Tanukhi, the leader of the Druze in Mount Lebanon, set an ambush to hunt
him and prevent him from completing his journey and reaching Jerusalem
and at the mouth of the Nahr al-Kalb A serious battle took place between the
two sides that lasted for two days from October Y£-Y1 AD / YY-Yo Dhu al-
Hijjah £3Y AH, which ended with the victory of Baldwin, who continued his
,march along the coastal road until he reached Jerusalem on November 9
AD / Muharram £4Y AH, to be crowned after that as the first king Bait YV« *

.Al-Maqdis on December Y¢, YV++ CE/Safar Y°, ¢9¢ AH
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Fink, Harold’s: The Foundation of the Latin States, 1099- 1118,
London, 1958
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