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Abstract:

The Byzantine government and court relied heavily on leather
and leather products; Especially in military campaigns,
whether for soldiers to use those leather products such as
clothes, blankets, shoes, rugs, shields, leather bags, ropes, etc.,
or for imperial using; Where all the emperor's clothes and
supplies were wrapped in leather after dyeing them in purple or
scarlet color, in addition to that all foodstuffs such as olive oil,
wine, vinegar, etc. were kept in bags of leather, and the main
source of leather 1s animals, as livestock 1s raised on a wide and
uneven scale in agricultural regions Byzantium, and the
government imposed on the Byzantine provinces a compulsory
tax of horses and mules determined according to the
importance of each province, and the local production of
leather was not sufficient for the government's consumption;
Therefore, it resorted to importing leather and furs from the
Russians, and granted them many privileges in return, in
addition to that it was also obtaining leather from the
Pechenegs, Khersonian and Bulgarian merchants.

There were Three guilds specialized in the leather trade in
Constantinople, all of which were subject to one president and
directly subject to the head of the imperial stables, and they
were obligated to provide the emperor with what he needed
from leather products in return for the profits he made for them.
As for the tanneries in Byzantium, they were usually located
outside residential neighborhoods in cities and provinces
because of the water dirty and bad smells that result from it.
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