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The Cupressus tree and its uses in light of classical sources

This study tackles the Cupressus tree and its uses in light of classical and
documentary sources. It investigates the habitat and suitable climate for its
growth, as well as a description of the tree and its fruits. It also explores the
different types of wild and cultivated Cupressus trees, and the characteristics
of Cupressus wood in terms of quality, hardness, fragrant smell, shiny
appearance, and resistance to damage that affects other types of trees.

The study then touches upon the association of Cupressus trees with the
dead among the Greeks and Romans and attempts to explain the significance
of this association according to the burial customs of these cultures. Also
explored are the multiple uses of Cupressus wood as mentioned in classical
sources, supported by evidence from documentary sources, including making
coffins; building ships and riverboats; constructing temples, palaces and
houses; making statues; and making book boxes. Finally, the study discusses
various medical uses of Cupressus wood as per classical sources, such as skin
cleansing, ointments, wound treatment, and treatment of eye inflammation.

Keywords: Cupressus tree, the dead, ships, temples, houses, medical
uses
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