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The Era of Salah Al-Din Al-Ayyubi as a Model for Pluralism
and Its Implications for Historical Writing (532-589 AH / 1138-
1193 AD)

Dr Amira Mohammed Shehata Ahmed Abu Zeid
A lecturer in the Faculty of Arts, Port Said University,

Arab Republic of Egypt

The social, ethnic and religious diversity along with the differences in
views and attitudes it imposes is one of the most significant features of the
human society. When Saladin came to Egypt at the height of the conflict
between Crusaders and Muslims over Egypt, the construction of his feudal
army included the Turks, Kurds, Turkmen and others. Moreover, the Arabs
were predominant on the land of Egypt. Salahudin himself and his family were
Kurdish. He was Kurdish among the Turks and Ayubi at the time of the Zangi.
The land of Egypt included Muslims and Copts, Sunnis and Shiites. It also
included Muslims of different schools such as Shafi'i, Hanbali, Hanafi, Maliki
and mystics. This society included a number of foreign communities such as
Moroccans, Andalusians, Venetians and Genoese.

In the first stage of the research, the researcher aims to monitor the
most prominent manifestations of pluralism concerning the elements of the
society in the Ayyubid age through the sources.

In the second stage, the researcher attempts to study the way those
differences were reflected on the writings as well as the historians' vision of
the status in the Ayyubid age in the light of their ethnic or religious
belongings, for example, Ibn Wasil who argued for the non-Arab leaders of
the Islamic jihad; Ibn al-Athir's vision of the events in Salahudin's age along
with his elegy of this leader in the end; Sawirus Ibn al-Muqaffa's description
of the status of the Copts; and Ibn Jubair's monitoring of the status of the
communities.

In the third stage, the researcher attempts to show the most significant
reasons and justifications according to the forms and manifestations of
coexistence which were stated in a number of sources in that period. Some
have admitted an undeniable reality, that is, overcoming a real challenge and
achieving victory; or the ability of the Ayyubid economic regime in the
inclusion of others as well as the results which the research tries to achieve.
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.Stephen, Count of Blois and Chartres, to his wife, Adele, 1098. In "Letters of the
Crusaders written from the Holy Land", in Translations and Reprints from the
Original Sources of European History, Dana Carlton Munro, tr. Anded., vol. 1, no.

4 (Philadelphia: Dep. of History of the univ. of Pennsylvania, 1900) p.1-40.
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Ambroise, The Crusade of Richard Lion — Heart, trans. from old Fremch by Merton
Jerome Hubert with notes and Docmentation by John La Mont, (New York — 1941).

Anonymous, “Gest Francorum Iherusalem”, in Recueil des Historiens des
Croisades, Historiens Occidentaux. Tom.IV, Paris, 1866.
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J. Nicholson. Aldershot, UK/ Bookfield VT: Scolar Press, 1997).(
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Anonymous, La Continuation de Guillaume de Tyre (1184- 1197), par Margaret
Ruth Morgan, Paris, 1952.
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Oliver of Paderborn, The Capture of Damietta, trans. J.J. Gavigan, Philadelphia,
1948).(
Petrus Tudebodus, “De Historia Hierosolymitano Itinere”, in Recueil des Historiens
des Croisades, Historiens Occidentaux. Tom. III.
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Raymond d’Aguilers, Historia Francorum qui ceperunt Iherusalem, in Recueil des
Historiens des Croisades, Historiens Occidentaux Tom. III.
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Stephen, Count of Blois and Chartres, to his wife, Adele, 1098. In "Letters of the
Crusaders written from the Holy Land", in Translations and Reprints from the
Original Sources of European History, Dana Carlton Munro, tr. And, ed., vol. 1, no.
4 (Philadelphia: Dep. of History of the univ. of Pennsylvania, 1900) pp. 1- 40.

William of Tyre, A History of the Dees Done Beyond the sea, trans. by E.A.
Babcock, A.C. Kery, (New York, 1943- 1947).
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Arthur Goldschmidt JR., A Brief History Of Egypt, United States of America, 2008.

Introduction To The Coptic Orthodox Church, FR. Tadros Y. Malaty ST. George's
Coptic Orthodox Church Sporting — Alexandria Egypt, 1993
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