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Abstract

The 1957 strike was organized by Qatari workers at the ‘Qatar
Petroleum Development Company Limited.” During the strike, they
pushed the company and the British government to negotiate with them
to reach mutually satisfactory solutions. The workers did not respond to
repeated calls to return to work until some of their demands were met
on November 27, 1957. This paper investigates the causes of the Qatari
workers’ strike at the ‘Qatar Petroleum Development Company
Limited’ in 1957, the Al-Thani family’s attitude towards this strike, and
the British government’s role. The researcher used a historical,
analytical, and inductive approach, relying primarily on documents from
the British Foreign Office and the Ministry of India and various Arabic
and foreign references and journals. The paper concludes with a myriad
of results, including the workers’ success in changing Britain’s policy
and the petroleum company’s attitude; the company began to consider
them when making any decisions. Britain realized the strength of Qatari
workers, so efforts were made to organize them into labor unions.
Surprisingly, the strike also improved relations between the Al-Thani
family and the petroleum company, as the company agreed to provide
additional revenues to the Al-Thani family in 1956.
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