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:Research topic

Tax Evasion in Egypt in the Roman Era (30 BCE - 284 CE) "In Light of
Papyrus Documents”.

Summary:-

Tax Evasion was one of the most Prominent Attempts by the Inhabitants of
Egypt during the Roman Era to Circumvent the Law and Financial Systems
established by the Romans. This was done through some Tricks, the most
prominent of which was hiding their Economic Activity and Property from the
Roman Administration, as well as claiming poverty to obtain exemption from these
Obligations. This is in Addition to some Individuals trying to Defraud the State
Treasury through some Tricks and Steps, the most Prominent of which was
Manipulating Official Records and Taking Proactive Steps before the Law was
implemented on Them. We also find that the Position of the Roman
Administration was strict and firm towards any attempt to evade paying Taxes and
State Dues. Rather, it left all Powers in the Hands of Tax Collectors in order to
achieve their Purpose of Collecting the required Taxes. It even sometimes
obligated relatives and neighbors to pay the taxes owed by the Absent and Evading
among Them.
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Wallace, SH(1937): Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian,
Press, New York. Greenwood
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Clalpall 4y jadl) dmeall dpla gyl jean & Z @V (13VE) ol Lihaas (9)
Y0 La ‘E‘}Am\ c&,}iﬁ)\.ﬂ\
(6) P.Amh.2 79 (186 CE).
ATV Ga i (14VE) bl idaas ¢ i
Centurio Jb <o e (5 Swe MUl Cuaie : gkoTovTopyé® (Apync-ékatovt) Ll ME  (7)
el laliaia) Sl 1] S L s ecgtin e ) (s (o S0 i ) (il Al 05
' ) atlabaial cala
iy Sl
(L) i) Adida ol Al o Al gl s g sl 5 5 aY) (Yo v) ) e daal gl ladl
Noa cB)Am\ ‘2.:\;:\.&;‘%\) :\.:\.\Lm\ﬂ &gl g QL\LJ\JJH (e
(p)*V) CosarmSa G (sl o gas s Lot s Y 5l aansl all 5 2y a1 Clean 5l (e 0l i (3)
Ao ) Lty Al Y Jlee ) 8 agi€ jlia s alanill ol ) dualy agilase ) 3352l e 21 Y1 Caa
Y
aghlsg a) QLA}J\?SAQA:\H‘;EY}‘M\JA@SG} ;(Y~~2)‘§_.\ﬂ\l..\cchAWc‘)£i\
Ua.osad (pe Amala (s A ¢ g ) and MY AELa 5 Y S a3 ¢ a8 gl skl
AR
(9) SB 1.4284.(207 CE) LI 6: 17.
ot kvptot UGV Odtatou*) kai T TNToL
Avtokpdropeg Xeovtipog kol Avtwveivog dvateiavteg [E]v <ti> €a[v]TtdV
Atydmro, pned’ dv mhetsov(*) dyaddv Edwprcavto, NOEANcay Kai Todg &v
dALodamnt] dSwutpifovtag Thav-
TOg KoTEVaL €ig TNV 1(*)dlav oikeiov(*) éx’koOyavteg Ta Plona [Kai dv]opa, Kol
Kot TOC iepig anTdV &v[kehed]oelg KotelohAOapEY. Exopévav oDV HudY [Th]
Kotepyooiq
1] dnokaAveBeion atytot(*) yij Exdotov(*) kKabod dvvapg, Opoehc Tig dvnp
Bioog kai ov0adng o[ yyav]wv EXfABev NuUiv oLV AdeAPOIC oTod TETPacT
k[o]AOoV TV Ko-
TEPYAGIOV Kol KaToomopay mosicau(*) kol Ekpofdv Nudg, v’ [k To]b[To]v Katd
10 TPOTEPOV €1 T[NV] dAAO[d]amnv pVOYwpeY Kol povol avtimomcovton(*) [T]fig
Y7g, dnhod-
pev 6¢ oot kHpie v TovTeV PBiav. odte Yap cvveicpopot y[e]ivovion TOV KoTd
ufva yei[vouévmv €v i Koun Enueptoudyv 1€ Kol EmPoAdV o1 T]ikdV T€ Kol ap-
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(3 Y+ Y0) doysim ydic cyalidlsuall Wl 2y lamtly Al Solalyull Alme



@ilagsllsmell @b sma @b @ppll ysaill K5 gyl pyalyyl mars g gl

YOPIKAY TEAEGUATOVY, GAAY Kai oVGio §0Tiv Drep g kat’ Etoc Staypde[ope]v povor
NUETS dpaypag dioyehag(*) tetpakosiog Kol LOVMV TOVT®V TO TETPATOda TAET-
ota Ovta Tog v[o]puag moteitat. Kai ovdendnote EMTo[O]p[yno]av(*) &[x]pofodvteg
TOVG KT YPOVOLS KOUOYpapupotemg(*). 60gv kota 1o dvaykaiov v [€ni] o
KOTOPL-

YNV motovueba kol agodpev, Eav cov Th TOYN 60EN, kKeAedaat, ayOTvar advto[vg]
émi o[o]d kal dtakodoot UV TPOg adTOV TPOG TO €K TG o1\G Pondeiag
€kO1kN0€vTEC duvn-

Odpev T YR oxoralew kai taig EmPa[A]iovooig nue[iv](*) xpelorg mpookaptepely,
1OV 82 Opoéa kai oG ASeAP[0]0C GLVEIGPOPOS Elval TOIG dSNUOGTOIG TEAEGHAGL
Kol

Mt[o]upyeiv(*) tlac] appolovcag avtoic Mtovpyiag(*) kol £y[ecbar £€] icov
[M]uog(*) mavtog(*) Thc omopdc Thg dmokatvgeiong(*) yiig, v’ dpev &v i idig
GUUUEVOVTECG TH) TOYN GOV

evyoploteiv. vac. ? devtdyet. Vac...”

Johnson. A.C.(1936): Roman Egypt to the Reign of Diocletian. The Johns Hopkins
Press. P 120.

(10)Kruse. Thomas (2014): Archives and Registration in Roman Egypt. in
Keenan,

James G.and Others “eds”: Law and Legal Practice in Egypt from Alexander to the
Arab Conquest. Cambridge University Press. Pp 20, 66, 69.

O wandl Lgas 500 430 5 4855 o Bkl 5 s slsn¥) dsiBar (V49N e (S Ol Gl
YV Ga Al gl peadd Gulaaef L A 2 sul)
2T Sl eyl pemall 8 pme b el age (YOIT) Libaas gibias sew (11)
daala oy A (dila g )l g Al gl bl yall JIS'\J\ ?""‘5 By gdite pe yrtwale Al ‘(?'YAi
OV G el Sy
(12) Wallace. Sh, (1937): P 114 .
o Al oY) A el (a3 e (B G202 Y1 1(2020) oY) s 2eal s (13)
AR
(14) Wallace. Sh, (1937): P 144,145.
(15) Wallace. Sh, (1937): P 38 = Bgu 2. 515.
A Ga (VY AU« lail agdiuad g il juall sha &l jglad e 5 (16)
(17) Kruse, Thomas (2014): Pp 66. ff
YA Ga ;(\ ’-\‘\/\)gj; &S (18)
(19) P.Oxy. 2 237. (186 CE).
S Gl il o (S AT mllal J e (s s gn diniy padd ol ) 40 0 4855 i (20)
S Jaaly padd a8 ) 4885 5 QS5 (PLOXy. 2 247)= .l el ¥ ke clld g cany
.(P.Hamb. 1 60= C. Pap. Jud. IIT 485) = ¥ sl s¥ dilaivsl J 3ially 4aa (praiiall 5 45 pusl
(21) P.Oxy. 1. 72.(90 CE) L1 1:19.
(22) BGU 5. 1210. (149 CE). L1150:152
Nn
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ot un doyeypappévol(*) taig [kot’] oikiav amoy[pa]ea[ic €]avTog

e Ka[1] odg [J]el TeTapToroyodvTal, [kali £av dvciv amoyp[ae]afig uin

amoypo\yd/pevou*) eicdobdotv, 8[ilc(*) tétapt[o]v [avolr|[a] katak]pivovral.
TYVOYYA (o a s (V9A) e (S ¢ lail

(23) BGU 5. 1210. (149 CE). L 155.

“g

ol un aroypaydpevol avopamo[da p]évev t@v dvd[pa]tddm[v] otépmviat .
TYVOYYA (o a (1 49A) e (S o kal

(24) PSI. 13.1326.(181: 183 CE) 1:13.

-?7.ca.?-. -ca-

ca.?-  ov-

-émotpatiyov Maxpivog Wéew eimev

[-&vamdypagoc el. St épunvéwng dmexpiv[oto

ovk eipi. Maxpivog eimev: mod odv &[mt-

véypamtai cov 10 dvopa; OLOAOYN-

o0G 0¢ &L Avoamdypaeds it ol YOVelc

pov éteAedTnoav Uikpod pov dvtog

Kol 00K Ameypayavto e, ued’ Etepa Mokpi-

VOG £lmeV- PEYAAQ, KOl GKEYAUEVOS

[peta T@V €v T cupPovAie Ekélev[cev

[WPaew Euv[Anoe]Oévta(*) ém| . . .«

ARR %) :(\‘1"(\/) u.ujxsjhﬁb c_).Ea.'\\

(25) P.Lond.3. 911 (149 CE). L1. 1:8

avtiypapov ypaeig amopmv

gret) kato[ke]yopiopévov 1p)

(*) Avt[ov]eivov Kaioapog tod

[xvpi[ov] Megop[n 1B,

(A[1o]vvoido(og

€011 0€ &v amdpolg

[Tetecopamig [evadTog

,10b [letecopamg untpog,

Johnson. (1936): P 251.

(26) Wallace.Sh, (1937): P 139.

(27) BGU. 1.145. (213 CE) L1 1:23

AvpnMo Tépaxt @ Kol Appovio

otp(aty®d) Apoyvoitov) Hpak(Aeidov) pepidog

mapd PaPiov kopoyp(appaténg) Xokvon(aiov) Nfcov
-Kot’ Gvopa TV EAACCMm QOVEV

Tov(*) tpagipov Vi’ EUod Topd

T peTad0bévTa VIO Tod T[N]¢

pepidog Pacti(ucod) yp(appatémg) tod EvestdT[o]g

Ko (8tovg). €oT1 0

- LA
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Yokvor(aiov) Nioov kp1B(1g) (dptdfar) n

(*)(.dV 10 k(0D Ev

Agitig kol ol adeM(@otl) kpB(fig) (dptdfpn) a

Znvag Iaovettitog, kp1d(fg) (dptdfn) a

Yrotofitig ‘Eptedtog kp(fic) (aptdpn) o

Qpiov an(drop) m(tpog) Omcdrog [kpB(fig) (aptdfn)] o

Andy yig Amodyyemg [kpB(Tig)] (aptdfin) o

APovc Zatafodtog kptd(fg) (dptdfn) a

Amdy’ 16 Qpim(vog) kai ol ddei(poi) kpB(1ig) (aptdfon) o

‘Tovotog [Mafodtog kai oi adel(@ot) kp1B(Tg) (aptdfn) a

£€toug) ko Mdprov Avpniiov Xeovnpov)

Avtoveivov [TapBikod Meyiotov

Bpevtavikod Meyiotov Evcepoic

YeBaotod [Tadvi

DaProg kopoyp(appateds) EmOESMKA.

(28) Wallace.Sh, (1937): P 138.=P.Bour. 21 (138- 145 CE)
NAY G2 (V44Y) pud Jusl (29)
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Ll ally ikl g (3 Y daild

Sdga GG Y e
o *BGU= Aegyptische Urkunden aus den Koniglichen (later Staatlichen)
Museen zu Berlin,
e Griechische Urkunden. Berlin.

o -, 1895. Nos. 1—361. [MF 1.1; rp. CG]

o -II, 1898. Nos. 362—696. [MF 1.2; rp. CGJ

e -V, Der Gnomon des Idios Logos. Erster Teil: Der Text, ed. W. Schubart.
1919. Zweiter Teil: Der Kommentar, by W. Graf von Uxkull-Gyllenband.
1934. No. 1210. [MF 1.5; rp. CG]

e *P.Amh. = The Amherst Papyri, Being an Account of the Greek Papyri in
the Collection of the Right Hon. Lord Amherst of Hackney, F.S.A. at
Didlington Hall, Norfolk, ed. B.P. Grenfell and A.S. Hunt. London.

e -II, Classical Fragments and Documents of the Ptolemaic, Roman and
Byzantine Periods. 1901. Nos. 10—201. No. 145 has a Coptic greeting at
the end. [MF 1.44; rp. CG]

e *P.Bour. = Les Papyrus Bouriant, ed. P. Collart. Paris 1926. Nos. 1—63.
[MF 1.87]

e *P.Lond. = Greek Papyri in the British Museum. London. At present 7
vols. (Vol. VI continues the numerical sequence of the London papyri, but
forms a separate publication regarded as vol. VI only retroactively. Up to
the end of vol. III, texts are usually cited by volume no., serial no., and
page.) There are separate atlases of plates to vols. [——III. [Atlases, MF
2.111,2.112, and 2.113]

e -IIL ed. F.G. Kenyon and H.I. Bell. 1907. Nos. 485—1331. Nos. 1201 and
1202 are Demotic; there is a Demotic docket to no. 881. There is a line of
Demotic at nos. 889 and 1209. [MF 1.56; rp. CG] A new edition of no.
1177 is given in Zur Wasserversorgung einer Metropole im kaiserzeitlichen
Agypten, ed. W. Habermann. Munich 2000. (Vestigia 53). [Beck]

e *P.Oxy. = The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. Published by the Egypt Exploration
Society in Graeco-Roman Memoirs. London. The number in parentheses at
the end of each entry is the number in this series. Earlier vols. carry the
heading of Egypt Exploration Fund, Graeco-Roman Branch; even after the
title change numbers were not assigned to the volumes until the 1950s. The
system followed here is that adopted retroactively by the EES. [all vols.
EES]
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-I, Nos. 1—207, ed. B.P. Grenfell and A.S. Hunt. 1898. (1). Cf.
P.Oxy.Descr.

-II, Nos. 208—400, ed. B.P. Grenfell and A.S. Hunt. 1899. (2)

*PSI = Papiri greci e latini. (Pubblicazioni della Societa Italiana per la
ricerca dei papiri greci e latini in Egitto). Florence. The first eleven
volumes were edited by a number of persons under the general direction of
G. Vitelli and M. Norsa. A list of reeditions of documentary texts is given
by P. Pruneti in Pap.Flor. XIX.2, pp. 475—502.

-XIII, ed. M. Norsa and V. Bartoletti. 1949—1953. Nos. 1296—1370. [MF
2.89; fasc. 2 only, FL]

*SB = Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden aus Aegypten. (A collection of
documentary papyri, ostraca, inscriptions, mummy tablets and related texts
published in journals or unindexed catalogues. Begun by F. Preisigke in
1915, continued by F. Bilabel, E. Kiessling, and H.-A. Rupprecht). In
progress.

-1, Strassburg and Berlin 1913—1915. Nos. 1—6000. [MF 1.33; rp. WdG]

_rhaia) sl G o

Johnson. A.C.(1936): Roman Egypt to the Reign of Diocletian. The Johns
Hopkins Press.

Kruse. Thomas (2014): Archives and Registration in Roman Egypt. in
Keenan, James G.and Others “eds”: Law and Legal Practice in Egypt from

Alexander to the Arab Conquest. Cambridge University Press.

Wallace, SH(1937): Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian,
Greenwood Press, New York.
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