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Abstract:

The history of any people is closely linked to its geographical
location. The geographical location of south of the Arabian Peninsula,
it's plenty of rainwater and the fertility of its land had a great influence
on its civilization. As a result of its distinguished location between
India, Southeast Asia, East Africa and the countries of the
Mediterranean basin, it dominated the trade routes, terrestrial and
marine. The marine borders also made south of the Arabian Peninsula
as a fortified site from the attacks of foreign invaders.

The borders of south of the Arabian Peninsula are currently
because of political developments throughout the ages. Before the
formation of their state, the ancient Yemenis did not distinguish
between borders or natural barriers, but moved between south and
north according to their commercial benefits. The directions played an
important and prominent role in setting the geographical scope of south
of the Arabian Peninsula, through the war inscriptions left by the kings
of Yemen and their military leaders, between the second centuries BC
and the sixth century AD, which helped to illustrate the extent of
geographical and political expansion that they reached.

This paper aims to trace the vocabulary in ancient South Arabian
inscriptions (Al-Musnad), which implies specific geographic directions
and explain the right meanings and connotations of these words: north,
south, west, and east. the paper focuses in particular on the role played
by the directions in navigation and maritime trade through knowledge
of the winds and its directions, then their role in religious and worldly
architecture, their role in defining the political geography of south of
the Arabian Peninsula, planning for war battles by dividing the army
into left and right, its association with religion and deities. And finally,
the methods followed by the Arabs to determine directions by

observing the movement of stars, planets and orbs.

Keywords: Directions, s>’ mt, Ymnt, bhrm, ybs'm, s?rgn, mqtn.
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1- Beeston, A., & Others, Sabaic dictionary (English, French, Arabic), Beirut,
1982, P. 130.
2-Arbach, M., and Maraqten, M., "Notes on the root L'K “to send” and the term
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