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The Deviations of Nuns in Western Europe During the Sixth and
Ninth Centuries A D: Between the Texts of Penance and the Ideals
of Monastic Rules.

Khaled Abdel badie Radwan Mahmoud.
Department of History and Civilization- SOHAG University.

Abstract: Female monasteries in Western Europe began with John
Cassian, who founded between 415- 416 AD a monastic complex in
southern Gaul, near Marseilles, that included males and females. Despite
the supposed idealism of this life, which arose through consistent and
integrated monastic rules, it witnessed during the following centuries
some deviations that do not reflect a defect in these rules, but rather were
the result of a very harsh Germanic reality, politically, socially, and
economically. These deviations were also individual incidents, which
does not detract from an entire phase of the Christian journey in Western
Europe. The study reveals images of these deviations, which hid
scattered in the folds of narrative sources and hagiographic biographies,
and were confirmed by the texts of the repentance rules. The study also
seeks to address a hypothesis that has confused the minds of many
writers: Were the texts of repentance intimidating regulations aimed at
building a barricade to protect women from sin that might pollute the
idealism of their monastic behavior, or were they a reflection and
reaction to deviations that have previously occurred and were witnessed
in Female monasteries?

Keywords: Nuns - Monastic rules - Texts of repentance - Moral
deviations - Witchcraft.
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The Origins and Development of the Christian Church in Gaul during the First
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Vogue, Bégrolles-en-Mauges, 1988, I, c. 13, pp. 209- 210. Also: Diem, The
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L2l Closing the Body: Techniques of Discipline in Early Monasticism, p. 95.

ple ludY Eal (a3 a0 €0 ) sa dleny) dialla j8 diae 8 dila sy Jmal (e 455 uY 35

i cagiin sl e Wil (3 O pall Tl o glall g S 4 glae ade 85 jae (1S5 a0V 4

o A sl 5 Al G (e ASSLEN Ul 8135 5l 15 0 i Gl 5 20 AQ ale A& HSN ) ) gl gas
Wil 8 el aay Al ) (1088 5 pe (ge ST 0028 3 5aY) e AT dga (e Gan sl Lo sill 5 g

& i sall Sl 5 & 5all o sAl Cuaiall b adla 25 T dle Al el Al e
#1305 )l )X (e rAadlaal (6 s i3 Ga @ il LSV ) 93 3l jaedil

e i€l jLaatil J s ddae 5 <De virginum institutione et contemptu mundi Al
4aaall s Homilia de triumpho ecclesiae super conversione Gothorum 1 ll il3%a
el oeleall gaa 3l el LA s Al il s Y am s e 5915 L S aid ol T
Leander of Seville, in: Iberian Fathers, vol. 1, trans. C. Barlow, Washington:
Catholic University Press, 1969, see intro. pp. 175- 181; Ubric, Purificacion,
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Leandri, De institutione virginum et de contemptu mundi: Regula, P L, ed. (AY)
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(oo sl 5S Gl 3 s aalia g8 5 Lllay) Jlad (8 (Ll U1 g 50 00 Ol el (s (7109

x5 1 el 5aall Ay e 815 5o asd adiy el sl 4] Consi 385 1) i gy syl 5y
O'Hara, :aujalls () +) el dal jadl ; kil i o) slall 8 G silaal S ey 3Ll
Alexander, Reading Jonas, in: Jonas of Bobbio and the Legacy of Columbanus,
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Verdon, Jean, L amour au Moyen Age: la chair, le sexe et le sentiment, 2ieme (3Y)
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femmes, pp. 265- 267; Poly, Le chemin des amours barbares, Genése médiévale
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