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United States Economic Aid to Colombia under the Alliance for
Progress Program (1961-1969)

Economic Aid is one of the most significant tools of American Foreign
Policy, initiated post-World War II in 1945, seeking to build multiple
Relations with world countries. It considers "Aid Diplomacy" an important
factor in preserving American strategic interests, strengthening U.S. national
security, and ensuring its hegemony and domination over the world. The
Alliance for Progress program launched by President John F. Kennedy was
one of the prominent Foreign Aid programs launched by the United States,
after the Marshall Plan for the Reconstruction of Europe after the war, with
the aim of improving the economies of the Latin American countries,
especially after the victory of the Cuban Revolution and the promising
spread of communist thought in its backyard. Between 1961 and 1969,
Colombia was the second largest recipient of American Aid in Latin
America under the Alliance for Progress program, because it has a special
importance to the program after the United States took it as a “showcase” for
this program, and a model of how this American aid can make a difference

in enhancing the Economic Development of Latin American countries
receiving such Aid, to keep them away from the communism.
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