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abstract:

This study focuses on the monastic life of women in Merovingian society
during the sixth and seventh centuries AD. Women in Merovingian society
played multiple roles, whether in the social, political, or religious aspects.
Women harnessed society to serve the Christian religion, defying all the
obstacles it faces on the social or political levels. Women even used
everything they had to serve the monastic life, whether it was the money and
wealth they possessed, a political position, or even their strength and physical
health if they did not possess any of the above. Their choice of the ascetic life
was the best evidence of their ability to adhere to Christ’s teachings. Women
wanted to tame themselves and elevate their morals to be a good example and
role model so that the Merovingian nuns could compete with the male monks
in the life of obedience and purification of the soul inside the monastery.
Hence, women's monasteries began to spread significantly within
Merovingian society until women's monasticism became one of the most
important pillars of Merovingian society in that period.
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G. Tyrrell, S.J, Library of The University of California, London, 1906 .pp.31-71.;
Gregory of Tours , The History of the Francs, Translated by Lewis Thorpe, New
YorkPenguin ,1974. pp.513- 514.;CF also: Chong-K. L., To Pursue a Life of
Perfection: Distinctive Forms of Female Monastic Life in the Early Middle Ages,
Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, Faculty of the Graduate School of The
University of Texas at Austinin Partial Fulfillmentof the Requirements ,May
1997,p.30.

(2) Autumn, D., A Revival of Female Spirituality: Adaptations of Nuns’ Rules
during the Hiberno-Frankish Monastic Movement,L. R O, mff , vol. 46 no. 1,
2010,p.46.

(3)Charlene M. K., Lectio Divtna: Nuns And Reading In The Sixth And Seventh
Centuries, Degree Master of Arts, The Faculty of the Department of History San
Jose State University, December 1999,p.78.
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Clark, E. A., Ascetic Renunciation and Feminine Advancement: A Paradox of Late

Christianity. In Ascetic Piety and Women’s Faith: Essays on Late Ancient

Christianity. New York, 1986.p.181.; Macdonald, E., Epresentations of Women

in Sidonius Apolunaris and Gregory of Tours:Coniuges Et Rerginae ,

ADissertation Submitted To The Faculty of Graduate Studies In Candidacy For

The Degree of Doctor of , University of Ottawa , Canada , 2000,P.154 .; Chong-

K. L., To Pursue a Life of Perfection,p.78.

(11) Goke, G., This Female Man o f God Women and Spiritual Power in the Patristic
Age,ed. 350-450: London,1995.P.39.; Macdonald, E., Epresentations of Women
in Sidonius Apolunaris and Gregory of Tours,p.155 .

(12) Autumn, D., A Revival of Female Spirituality: Adaptations of p,48.
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Hara, O. A., The Vita Columbani in Merovingian Gaul , EM E, ,PP.502-517.;

sixth-century Queen Brunhild, University of Glasgow , A Dissertation .,2009.

Sumitted for The Degree of Doctor of Philosophy , University of Glasgow
School of Humanities , 2012,p.84.
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Sainte-Croix, Oxford University Press, 2019., p.38.
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Brandon, T. C. , Queenship Intrigue and Blood — Feud Decipheriing the Caesaria
of Arles, Caesaria to Radegund and Richild, in The Writings of Medieval
Women, An Anthology, Trans Marcelle Thiebaux, Newyork, Garland
Publishing,p.104.;
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(17) Chong-K. L., To Pursue a Life of Perfection,p.95-99.
(18)Charlene, M. K., LectioDivtna: Nuns ,p.26.
(19) Chong-K. L., To Pursue a Life of Perfection,p.107-110.
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Chong-K. L., To Pursue a Life of Perfection,p235-237.

(22) Chong-K. L., To Pursue a Life of Perfection,pp.263-265-266.

(23) Kurth, Godefroid. Saint clotilda, Translated by. V. M. Crawford With a
Preface by G. Tyrrell, S.J, Library of The University of California, London.
1906 . p.67.;CF:also Jackie, N., Merovingian Queens: Status, Religion, and
Regency, Georgetown Un1vers1ty, May, 2020,p40.
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p.156.
(27) Jackie, N., Merovingian Queens,p.40; lan, W., The Merovingian Kingdoms.
London, New York: : Longman, 1994,pp.136-138. ; Wemple, F., Women in
Frankish Society: Marriage and the Cloister, 500 to 900, Philadelphia, 1981,p.86

(28) Edith, ¢., le donne nel mediovo, cf.frauen im mittelalter, C.H. Beck’sche
vergsbu chandlung ,Oscar beck , 1948 .,pp.64-65.; Macdonald, E.,
Epresentations of Women in Sidonius Apolunaris and Gregory of Tours,p.159 .

(29) Venantius Fortunatus, The life of the Holy Radegund in: Sainted Women of
the: Dark Ages ed. & trans. J. McNamara & J. Halborg, Durham & London
Duke University Press, 1992. ,p.137.

(30 ) The History of Francs.,P.205.; CF also: Edith, e., le donne nel

mediovo,p.65.
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Gregory of Tour, The History of francs,p.236 .

(32) Gregory of Tour, The History of francs,pp.236-239. .; Life of Radegund,
in:Sainted Women ofthe Dark Ages, Edited and trans: Jo Ann McNamara and
athores, Durham and London 1992,p.64. ; CF also: Edith, e., le donne nel
mediovo, p.66.
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Charles Oman, The Dark Ages 476-918 , London.1908,pp.176-177.
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Gregory of Tour, History of francs, P. 16; Fredegar II Scholastici, dans

R.H.G.F.T, p. 418.

) Lin s ASLen (g b b (3 Jass (8 Rome (sl g 13lak 8 ol dikia :Lia s (Y0)

kil Gpaia )

Gregory of Tour, The History of francs,pp.55-56.

(36) Gregory of Tour, The History of francs,pp.240-243. ; CFalso: Edith, e., le donne
nel mediovo, p.67-68 . .
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Erin, D., Gregory Of Tours And The Women In His Works Studies in Sixth-Century
Gaul, Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, University of Leeds, School of History,
February, 2011,pp.102-105-106.

(38) Gregory of Tour, The History of francs,PP.214-215. ;CF also: Markus, R .,
Gregory the Great and his world : Cambridge University
Press,1997.p.72.;Thomas, E .G, The second Jezebel Representations of the sixth-
century Queen Brunhild,pp.75-77 .; Hen,Y., Culture , Religion in Merovingian
Gaul 481-751: Leiden Brill,1995.p.82.

(39)Baudonivia, De Vita Sanctae Radegundis Libri duo Edidit Bruno Krusch,
Monumenta Germaniae, H S R M, II, pp.96-97. ;CF also: Edwards, Their Cross
to Bear: Controversy and the Relic of the True Cross in Poitiers, In Essays in M
S, Vol. 24, West Virginia University Press,2007, pp.68-69.
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