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The United States Policy to Support Private American Investments
in Argentina (1955- 1958)

Abstract:

This research addresses the U.S. policy of supporting American
private investments in Argentina during the period from 1955 to 1958,
which represented a transitional phase in the history of U.S.-Argentine
relations. This period witnessed a shift in Argentina's stance towards
American private investments on one hand, and a development in U.S.
economic policy towards Argentina, aimed at exploiting this shift to
serve American interests on the other hand. Accordingly, the research
aims to study and analyse the methods and means employed by the
United States, through its economic institutions and financial agencies,
to support American private investments in Argentina and pressure its
government to resolve the issues faced by American companies as a
result of the anti-U.S. policies implemented by Juan Perdn's government
in previous years. The research concludes that the United States
succeeded in leveraging the economic crisis that Argentina suffered
from during the study period to exert pressure on its government, which
had turned to the U.S. seeking economic support. This pressure
ultimately compelled Argentina to adopt an economic policy aligned
with U.S. interests and its objectives of supporting American private
investments in the country.

Key words:
United States, Argentina, The economic crisis in Argentina, U.S.
private investment, U.S. companies.
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General CIA Records, Office of the National Estimates, Memorandum for the

Director of Central Intelligence, Preliminary Views on Argentina, Secret, 11

October 1955.
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Release, 27 February 1956, No. 359.
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p- 399.
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Argentina, El Trimestre Econdémico, Vol. 23, No. 89, (Enero- Marzo 1956), pp.
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the Fall of Peron, Confidential, Buenos Aires, 13 August 1956, No. 194, AA
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Buenos Aires, 10 February 1956, No. 208, pp. 405- 406.
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Measures Taken by the Argentine Government to Deal with the Wages and Price
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(86) FRUS, 1955-1957, Vol. VII, Memorandum of a Conversation, Department of
State, Possible Statement by President Eisenhower to President Aramburu at
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Advisory Council on International Monetary and Financial Problems, Washington,
6 September 1956, No. 224, pp. 441- 443.
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(101) World Bank Group, Joint Press Release, Announcement of Argentina’s
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(102) FRUS, Vol. VII, Minutes of the 249th Meeting of the National Advisory
Council on International Monetary and Financial Problems, Washington, 6
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Department of State), 7 March 1957; Letter from Edward S. Conger (Acting
Secretary) to Hon. C. Douglas Dillon (Deputy Under Secretary of State for
Economic Affairs Department of State), 9 August 1957; EXIM Bank, Report to
the Congress for the Twelve Months Ending 30 June 1957, Part 2, p. 26; Press
Release, 15 February 1957, No. 412; 23 December 1957, No. 46; 14 January 1958,
No. 466;
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232, pp. 460- 463; Memorandum of a Conversation, Department of State,
Problems of American Invest in Argentina, Washington, 18 April 1957, No. 235,
p. 469.
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