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The historical roots of the Saudi project to build a Causeway
with Bahrain between 1965 - 1986
Historical documentary study

Abstract:

The idea of the project to build a Causeway linking the Saudi
mainland to Bahrain via a 25 km (15 mile) sea Causeway came since the
second half of the twentieth century. British documents have traced the
idea since the interest and sponsorship of His Majesty King Faisal bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud, may God have mercy on him, as he saw that linking
Bahrain to the Kingdom would contribute to its political, security and
economic security, and contribute to ensuring its independence and
keeping away external ambitions and threats. His Majesty sponsored it
since 1965, before Britain left the Arabian Gulf region, and then directed
attention to the project after Bahrain's independence in 1971.

Then His Majesty King Khalid bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, may God
have mercy on him, took an interest in the project since the first year of
his rule, as he stressed the importance of linking the Eastern Province to
Bahrain as soon as possible regardless of the financial costs that all
Saudi governments decided to bear in the Kingdom's treasury in support
of the people and government of sisterly Bahrain. During the reign of
King Khalid, the process of consultative studies for the project and the
development of a construction plan began.

Then came His Majesty King Fahd bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, may
God have mercy on him, who was no less enthusiastic about the project
and the completion of the construction process, especially since the
turbulent conditions surrounding the region during that period
confirmed the feasibility of the project in linking and protecting Bahrain,
until the Causeway officially ended, after its opening in 1986, Bahrain's
previous status as an island isolated from the Arab countries, to find in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia a truly big sister, fearing for its interests
and security as it fears for the interests of its children .

Keywords:

King Faisal bin Abdulaziz, King Khalid bin Abdulaziz, King
Fahd bin Abdulaziz, Sheikh Isa bin Salman, King Fahd Causeway.
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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH
THE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONATE

AGREEMENT DETWEEN
GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARADIA
AND GOVERNMENT OF THE STATE OF DAHRAIN

The two Governments, desirous of strengthening relations
between their peoplea, and of furthering social and economic
ties and reaffirming the several factors which bind the
peoples of the region together in common historical conditionl
and in sharing joint hopnl nnd anmpirations;

And for the purpose of npply!ng th- principle of co-op.rntion
between the peoples of thi ivo countries within the framework
or full co-operation nnonglt p.opl.- of the region)

And whereas the eonltruction of a causoway linking the
territories of the two countries is an actual demonstration
of the hopes and u-pirntinnh ot the two p.oplcl;

The Government of the Klnqdo- ot Eaudi Arabia r-pr.-lnttd by
HE Shaikh Mohamed Abllkbnil, Minister for Finance and
National Economy and the Govorn-ent of the State of Bahrain
represented by HE Yousuf Ahmed Al Shirawi, Hinister for
Development and Industry hdve agrecd to the followings
First: Dasic Pruvi.ionll 4‘f,
(1) A causeway shall be bullt to link the Tcrritnry of the

Kingdom of Saudi Arnb?- with the Territory of the State

of Dahrain in n:corﬂnncg with the technical specifications

laid down therefor and’ 1n the selected manner according

to which it was drlyn-

(2) To designate a certain area in the territory and
territorial watera of both countries to be called the -
"Causeway Area" to be determined by a field survey.

This area shall be administered by a public organization
having an indopendent entity represcnting the

Governments of the two countries and called the "Public
Dahrain-Sautii Arabia Causeway Organigation" (P.B.S5.C.0.)

(3) The Government of Saudi-Arabia’ shall finance the building
of the Causeway which shall be coneidered as fixed assets
which are tha property thereof.

(4)  In normal conditions the Government of either country
 shall in conjunction with the P.D.S.C.0., undertake the
supervision and protection of that part of the Causeway
which is situated in the Territory and territorial waters
thereof.

(5) The two bbvarnacntl shall commence consultations with
respect to the security arrangements which shall be
necessary for the protection of the Causeway in
emergenciesa.
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L |
Second: Public Causeway Organizationt

(1) A Public Organization shall be established for the )
ndministration, utilization, operation and maintenance
of the CQUle@uy.

(2) The Organization's head office shall be situated in the
City of Dammam, Saudi Arabia and some of its meetings
may be held in any other city of either country.

(3) The Organization shall have an adequate number of
mnnagement and technical staff{ for the administration
of the Causeway Area and it shall have a Board of.
Directors.to undertake the supervision of its affairs.

(49 The two Governments shall appoint the members of the
Organization's Doard of Directors provided that the
Doard Chairman shall be from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

(5) The Organization's budget shall consist of the revenues
collectod from the passage fees and the tourist and
commercial exploitation of the Causeway Area, in addition
to the means to be agreed upon by the two Governments to
meet any deficit upon the occurrence thereof.

(6) The Organization shall determine tho-ralevant'-nnnar for

the exploitation of the Causeway Area and shall prescribe
the suitable amounts &f passage fees.

Third: Service Area:

(1) A "Service Area' shall be set up between the two -
countries and shall be situated in a location within
the Causeway Area as shall be agreed upon by the two
Governments.

(2) Government departments affiliated to both countries
ahali be set up in the Service Area for the enforcement
of security, health and Custoums regulations and other
motters relating thereto.

(3) The competent Govornment departments in both countries
ahall maintain co-ordination amongst them for the
enforcement of their relevant rules and regulations and
determination of the best means of facilitating traffic
to and from either country. :

(4) The competent Government departments in both countries
shall manintain co-ordination and co-operation with tho
Public Causeway Organization to enable it to administer
the Causeway Aroa in the manaer deemed suitable for
this utility. . 5 ' ;

. o4y
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Fourth: Final Provisionsi

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Signed:

Whenever the amendment of this Agreement is deemod
necessary the two Governments shall toke the steps
required for the preparation of an appendix to be
attached thereto.

In the event of any dispute over tha implementation or
interpretation of any of the clauses of this Agreement,
the two Governments shall make the necessary contacts
for the settlement of such dispute failing which an
Arbitration Doard shall be formed. The said Doard
shall consist of three members of whom one member shall
be appointed by either Government and such member may
be a national of the country concerned. Then the two
members shall elect the third member from the nationals
of a third country., Tho Arbitration Doard shall reach
a sottlement of the dispute by virtue of an award which
shall be final, - ‘ ' :

This Ayreoment is wade in 4 partm, oach Governmont
retaining one part, one part to be deposited with the
League of Arab States in pursuance of Article 17 of the
League's Charter and one part shall be daposited with
the United Notions General Secretariat in pursuance of
Article 102 (1) of its Charter.

i ' State of Dahrain on
This Agreement was made in Manama,
thetftg day of Ramadhan 1401 Hijra corresponding to the
8th day of July 1981 A.D. and shall come 1?to force as
from the date of the exchange of the ratification

documents,

" For Government of the State

For Government of the
ia in
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, of Dahrain;
H;:Ened Abalkhaily . Yousuf Ahmad Al Shiravi, )
Minister for Finance and Minister for Development an

Notional Economy. Industry.
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(4) "Foreign and Commonwealth Office" FCO 8/ 6154; SUNDAY 16
NOVEMBER, 1115 Excursion on Crown Prince's Yacht, 1986.
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(7) FCO 8/ 518; Letter from British Political Agency, Bahrain, to Foreign Office,
London, 15 January, 1967, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia.

(8) FCO 8/ 518; Memorandum by.(B. S. T. Eastwood), 13 April 1967.

(9) FCO 8/ 566; British Political Agency, Bahrain, to British Political Resident in
the Persian Gulf, British Political Residency, Bahrain. 27 February, 1967, Bahrain-
Saudi Arabia Causeway.

(10) FCO 8/ 518; Letter from British Political Agency, Bahrain to Foreign Office,
London, 26 March, 1967, BAHRAIN/SAUDI RELATIONS.

(11) FCO 8/ 566; British Political Agency, Bahrain, to British Political Residency,
Bahrain. 23 May, 1967, Bahrain/Saudi Arabia Causeway.

(12) FCO 8/ 518; Letter from British Political Agency, Bahrain, 18 November, 1967,
Shaikh Khalifah's Visit to Riyadh.

(13) FCO 8/ 566; Letter from British Political Agency, Bahrain, to Ministry of
Overseas Development, London S.W.1., 26 May, 1968, Bahrain Saudi Arabia
Causeway.

(14) FCO 8/ 566; Letter from Ministry Of Overseas Development, Eland House,
Stag Place, London S.W.1, to British Political Agency, 2 July 1968.

(15) FCO 8/ 566; Letter from British Embassy, Jeddah, to Export Services Branch,
Board of Trade,4 June, 1968, Bahrain Causeway.

(16) FCO 8/ 518; Translation Joint Saudi-Bahraini Communiqué, Jan. 1968.

(17) FCO 8/ 518; Telegram from Bahrain To Foreign Office, London, Tel no 1958,
19 January 1968, Gulf Security.
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(18) FCO 8/ 566; Letter from Commercial office, Political Agency, Bahrain, to

Commercial Relations & Export Department, Board of Trade, 1 Victoria Street,

London, S.W.1., 6 February 1968, Bahrain/ Saudi Arabia Causeway.
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(20) FCO 8/ 566; Note Commercial in Confidence 5733/1, 13 February, 1968.

(21) FCO 8/ 566, Letter from Commercial Office, Political Agency, Bahrain, to

Commercial Relations & Export Department, Board of Trade, 25 March 1968,
Bahrain/Saudi Arabia Causeway.

(22) FCO 8/ 566; Letter from Foreign Office, London, s.w.1. to Tehran, 9 May,
1968, Bahrain/Saudi Arabia Causeway.

(23) FCO 8/ 566; Daily Telegraph; Feb.13, 1968, Bridge plan for Bahrain offends
Shah.

(24) FO 1016/ 762; Record of Conversation between the Minister of State and the
Iranian Ambassador at the Foreign Office on Tuesday, 6 February, 1968.

(25) FCO 8/ 566; Letter from British Political Agency, Bahrain, to Board of Trade,
30 April, 1968, Bahrain/Saudi Arabia Causeway.

(26) FCO 8/ 566; Letter from British Political Agency, Bahrain, to Arabian
Department. 3 June, 1968, Bahrain Saudi Arabia Causeway.

(27) FCO 8/ 566; British Embassy, Tehran. To Arabian Department. 23 May, 1968.
Bahrain/Saudi Arabia Causeway.

(28) FCO 8/ 566; Memorandum Board Of Trade, Commercial Relations and Exports
Department, 1 Victoria Street, LONDON S.W.1, July 11, 1968.

(29) FCO 8/ 566; British Political Agency, Bahrain, 12 August, 1968, Bahrain
Causeway.

(30) FCO 8/ 566; British Embassy, Tehran, 24 July, 1968, Bahrain Saudi Arabia
Causeway.

(31) FCO 8/ 566; Letter from British Embassy, Jeddah, to Board of Trade, July. 25,
1968, Bahrain Causeway.

(32) FCO 8/ 566; Letter from British Political Cadency, Bahrain, Ministry of
Overseas Development, 9 July, 1968, Bahrain/Saudi Arabia Causeway.

(33) New York Times ; Dec 3, 1979, p. D1, Saudi Arabia to Build Causeway to
Bahrain.

Arala A U0 Cilea] g Ulaa ¢ JIELY) e D0 gradl Dy jad) Gl e daaa plla ¢ And)(YE)
OF a Yo e 0 o puia o) el o cldal! Loy il udS - 5 sl

M T el 0 e Gl sa g dandll O AYY Gudane | YV g Al 6 (YO)

A T
(pY- V) u93ST— i poluad) suall Wil B, Lamtly Al Slalyudl Alse



opasll ga By iy @ mgrall goall gyl el @rpsall g gy @Lsi oy lxsa

S0 el g ) selas dane s ()

(37) "National Archive and Records Administration" NARA; Message from
embassy Jidda to Washington 4459, prince sultan speaks further on SAG role in
gulf, 24 Jul 1973.

(38) FCO 8/2129; from Jeddah to routine FCO tell no 332, Jul. 17, 1973, Bahrain

tell no 123: visit of air of Bahrain to Saudi Arabia.
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(40) New York Times ; Dec 3, 1979, p. D1, Saudi Arabia to Build Causeway to

Bahrain.

(41) NARA; Message from embassy Abu Dhabi to embassy Jidda: US-Lebanese
Jjoint venture registers for tender for Saudi/Bahraini causeway, 16 FEB 1974.

NARA; Message from Washington to embassy Manama, causeway PROJECT, 10
APR 1974.

(42) NARA; Message from embassy Jidda to Washington 6847, "major project:
Bahrain causeway", 25 Apr. 1974.

(43) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to Washington: Bahrain -
Saudi causeway, 14 Nov. 1974.

(44) NARA; Message from Consul Dhahran to embassy Jidda: King's Visit To
Eastern Province, 9 DEC 1974.

(45) NARA; Message from embassy Jidda to Washington, major project:
Bahrain causeway, 11 DEC 1974.

(46) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to Washington, major
project: Bahrain causeway, 12 DEC 1974.
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_New York Times ; Dec 3, 1979, p. D1, Saudi Arabia to Build Causeway to Bahrain.
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(51) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to Washington 3562, Bahrain
as a gulf business base, 2 Oct. 1976.

(52) Charleston Daily Mail; Mar.3, 1976.
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(54) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to embassy Jidda Saudi
Arabia info Washington: American contractor For Saudi- Bahraini Causeway, 12
May 1976.

(55) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to Washington 3809, brown
and root and prime minister in new joint venture: the causeway, 14 Nov. 1976.

(56) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to Washington3914,
Bahrain-Saudi Causeway Project, 6 Dec 1976.

(57) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to Washington3809, brown
and root and prime minister in new joint venture: the causeway, 14 Nov. 1976.

(58) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to Washington3914,
Bahrain-Saudi Causeway Project, 6 Dec 1976.

(59) FCO 8/ 5803; visit of the minister of state for defense procurement to Bahrain:
September 1985.

(60) FCO 8/4924; brief for call on secretary of state for foreign and commonwealth
affairs by sheikh Mohammed bin Mubarak, Bahraini foreign minister, 1983.

(61) Wall Street Journal ; Dec 10, 1976, p. 20, Causeway to Bahrain From Saudi
Arabia Nears Job-Bid Stage.

(62) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to Washington 4388,
Bahrain-saudi causeway project, 20 Mar 1977.

(63) FCO 8/ 2879, Telegram from Bahrain to priority DOT tell no CREDA 24 OF
21 MARCH 1977 and JEDDA 132: Bahrain-Saudi causeway. following for hunt
cres.

(64) NARA; Message from consul Dhahran to embassy Abu Dhabi, Bahrain
causeway -- possible formation of Saudi/American, 20 Apr. 1977.

(65) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to Washington 4595,
application of Landsat information to commercial opportunity: bahrain-saudi
Arabia causeway, 8 May 1977.

(66) FCO 8/ 2879, draft letter to h e sheikh Muhammad aba al khail typed for the
signature of the chancellor of the exchequer, to the sheikh Muhammad aba al
khail minister of finance and national economy, airport road Riyadh, May 1977.

(67) FCO 8/ 2879, Letter from Department of trade to Head of Middle East
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Department Foreign & Commonwealth Office, 27 APR 1977, Bahrain
CAUSEWAY.

(68) FCO 8/ 2879, Telegram to routine Jeddah Tel no creda 447 of 26 august 1977,
Saudi Bahrain causeway.

(69) FCO 8/ 2879, Telegram from Jeddah to routine dot Tel No creda 505 of 26 Nov.
1977, Tel No creda 593: Bahrain causeway.

(70) FCO 8/ 2879, Letter from department of trade 1 victoria street London swlh,
29 November 1977, Bahrain causeway.

(71) FCO 8/ 2879, Telegram from Jeddah to priority dti tell no creda 531 of 12
December 1977, my tell 880 to FCO: Bahrain causeway. —n.

(72) NARA; Message from embassy Manama Bahrain to Washington 4576,
bahrain-saudi causeway project, 2 May 1977.

(73) New York Times ; Jul 24, 1977, p.9, Bahrain concerned over mainland link.

(74) NARA; Message from embassy Jidda to Washington 1403, Bahrain- Saudi
causeway: cause for alarm?, 16 Mar 1978.

(75) FCO 8/ 3092; Telegram from Jeddah to priority dot creda London tell no
CREDA 378 OF 18 December 1978, causeway.

(76) NARA; Message from embassy Jidda to Washington 1403, Bahrain-Saudi
Causeway: Cause For Alarm?, 16 Mar 1978.

(77) NARA; Message from embassy Manama to Washington 6115, Saudi/Bahrain
causeway: update, 30 Apr. 1978.

(78) NARA; Message from embassy Jidda to Washington, Saudi/Bahrain
causeway, 19 Jun 1978.

(79) NARA; Message from embassy Manama to Washington, major project
Saudi/Bahrain causeway, 19 Oct 1978.

(80) NARA; Message from embassy Jidda to Washington 4784, major project:
Saudi/Bahrain causeway, 5 Feb. 1979.

(81) NARA; Message from Washington to embassy Jidda: boycott language in
Bahrain causeway prequalification document, 5 Mar 1979.

(82) NARA; Message from embassy Manama to Washington 7429, reimbursable
development programs: proposal for orientation trip for Bahraini officials involved
in bahrain-saudi Arabia causeway project, 2 May 1979.

(83) NARA; Message from Washington to embassy Manama: reimbursable
development programs: orientation trip for Bahraini officials involved in bahrain-
saudi Arabia causeway, 5 May 1979.
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(85) New York Times ; Dec 3, 1979, p. DI, Saudi Arabia to Build Causeway to
Bahrain.

(86) NARA; Message from embassy Manama to Washington 7997, Saudi -Bahrain
causeway - list of bidders, 24 Oct. 1979.

(87) New York Times; Dec 3, 1979, p. D1, Saudi Arabia to Build Causeway to
Bahrain.
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(92) FCO 8/4881; gcc chronology annex A.

(93) The Globe and Mail; Jul 9, 1981, P.22, AROUND THE WORLD Bahrain
causeway receives go-ahead.
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