\)bmbml\sw Qoo gall Jasgll Sasd 33 Sdaa

Iy 1 dsleand) e Loty Oliusilidl 3 zdgund! J5- !
(Y 4AR=14VYA) zdsdi 3N old

2553
oS pie LS

Togw dmalr— 1Y) UG Bl

(pY- Y1) 529381 ¥z — e golal suall sl oy Lasedly Bl laolylll Alsme



\)hmbml\sw Qoo gall Jasgll Sasd 33 Sdaa

il

—1AVA el 4 udeadl Jadl) e psnall dulis ) Gl o

3 Gl gl Cun ¢ Jubgud) AtV alat dlanll dubadl o 4ilalSals) 4A4

Laadl ¢cpilall om Bl e ofly (pliasladl 8 cdgull Jasill ey Jlasyd) Jadl

& ) Jamll gaaill (3 agys¥) AaIV) (DA e Laldasydl 3sgal) Canl maf

bl 8 o5ly ¢ el Slapll Callasll b idgad) dasill 5 Baaly ¢oliilad]
VAN b 8 hailadl e Cudgal) Dla s Subgadl ATV sl dsila

Abstract

The research aims to shed light on the Soviet intervention in
Afghanistan from 1979 to 1989 and its repercussions on the British
policy towards the Soviet Union. as the research clarified the British
reaction after the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan and its impact on
the relations between the two sides. The research also clarified the
British efforts through the European Union in confronting the Soviet
intervention. In Afghanistan: and finally« the Soviet intervention affected
the British—American alliance and its impact on British policy towards
the Soviet Union until the Soviets evacuated from Afghanistan in
February 1989.
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". Islamic Council of Europe
7eh January 1980,

The Rt. Mon. Mra. Margaret Thatcher,
The Prime Minister,

10 Downing Street,

LONDON S.W.1.

Dear Prime Minister,

I take thia opportunity to congratulate you on the
firm and bold stand taken by the British Government under
your leaadership against the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.
The lslamic Council greatly appreciates this stand and ias
confident that it will help in prometing goodwill and co-

operation between the United Kingdom and the Muslim World.

The Counecil further 1
of the British Covernment to
Afghanistan will Find express

steps in support of the Afghan

life and death struggle againsat Soviet imperfialiam.

Please acco pt, Prime Minisrer, my higheat regards

and respect,

Salem Azzam.

Secretary - Goenaral.

16 Grosvenor Crescent London SW1 ZEP Telephone 01-235 8832 Cables ISLAMIAH

s Auty G (ehe all) a929¥) (DY) Galaall le (el 00 Jage s
Jaxl) aca Alladlly Lsal) el (e e TG Ll ) dasSall dud U g licilad]
P taal) . gal) @lld dia 4ali€ b V) ) Bailay i gud)

Archive Margaret Thatcher—:Islamic Council of Europe 7January
1980 the Mrs. Margaret Thatcher. the Prime Ministerc 10Downing

Streetc London.
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A
Afghanistan "( W

o It remains our aim to bring about a solution to the
Afghanistan problem involving Soviet military withdrawal,
freedom for the Afghans to have a government of their choosing
and satisfactory arrangements for the return of the refugees.
To this end we and like-minded countries have been trying to
encourage two forms of pressure on the Soviet Union:

resistance activity in Afghanistan and international diplomatic
pressure. Resistance activity continues at a high level and
shows no sign of slackenﬂg. But international pressure has
been reduced. The US decision to 1ift the grain embargo and
the consequent EC decisions may be interpreted as a weakening
of the Western attitude. Pakistan is preoccupied with a new US

aid offer and is no longer leading diplomatic activity.
Waldheim's current efforts to find a way forward are unlikely
to come to anything. No major UN or other discussion of
Afghanistan is planned before the UN General Assembly in the
autumn. With the change of President in France Giscard's
earlier proposal for an international conference is not likely
to be pressed.

2. I have therefore concluded that the United Kingdom
should take the initiative to stimulate fresh diplomatic
ivi s M i i

activity y aim is that after careful initial consultations
with our principal allies and the Pakistanis, and wider
consultations later, the Ten would propose at the end of June
that an international conference on Afghanistan be convened,
perhaps in Geneva, in October/November. It would be presented

—_— —_—
as a conference in two stages. Sta

-_____Be ge One would be very much
/like

CONFIDENTIAL
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like Giscard's proposal and would involve diseussions by
the Permanent Members of the Security Council, Pakistan and

certain others of external factors such as the cessation of
SXTEFAal intervention and the establishment of guarantees

for an independent Afghanistan. Stage Two would be attended

additTonally By Tepresemtatives of Afghan opinion and would

aim to reach agreement on the international arrangements
proposed by Stage One and all other matters necessary to
promote the return of Afghanistan to independence and non-
aligned status. This proposal would avoid some of the
difficulties of Giscard's proposal eg hy making provision
for Afghan opinion to be involved in the second stage, The
difficult question of who should represent-?zg Afghans does
not have to be settled':aa. But it is clearly essential
for them to participate in any settlement of the problem and
any proposal which does not recognise that from the outset
is likely to encounter much criticism both from the Afghans
and more widely,

i W The likelihood is that the Soviet Union will reject
the proposed Conference. It has so far shown no ser;;E;-
TAsposition to megotiate, The primary purpose of the
proposal is therefore to renew diplomatic pressure and
rekindle interest. But there is an outside chance that the
Russians will be prepared to consider a device which offers
them a chance of withdrawal without loss of face, We shall
in any case present the proposal as a serious attempt to
promote a solution,

4. Much more work will be necessary on the details but
my colleagues should be aware of the basic {des before we
begin consultations about it with selecteq countries next
week.,

/T am

CONFIDENTIAL
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s, I am sending copies of this minute to the members of
OD and to Sir Robert Armstrong,

|'|r/‘)
L//
/’,,f’

(CARRINGTON)

20 May 1981

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

CONFIDENTIAL
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Archive Margaret Thatcher: F.C.O. Confidential FM F.C.O

151100z jun1 to immediate Moscow Telegram number 300 of 15 Jun

info MIPT: Afghanistan. Proposed visite to Moscow.
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FCO

Foreign & [Commonwealth Office

TNA

The National Archives

United Kingdom Embassy
UKE

UK

United Kingdom

Ukmis
United Kingdom Mission

u. S.
United State

Foreign Relations of the United States
FRUS

North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NATO

Komitet K.G.B.

Gosudarstvennoy Bezopasnosti
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