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The Indian position on the execution of Imre Nagy 1958.

Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Abd EI-Moez Mohamed
Lecturer of Modern and Contemporary History, Faculty of Arts, Minia University.
drahmed ez@yahoo.com, drahmed.ezz@mu.edu.eg

Abstract:

The execution of former Hungarian Prime Minister "Emre Nagy" and three of
his assistants in June (1958) attracted attention in various government departments
in the world, and even its effects extended to India. Despite the fact that the Indian
Prime Minister "Jawaharlal Nehru" issued directives from the first moment to
execute "Nagy" and not to announce any government position on the execution. in
order to preserve Indian relations with the Soviet Union, especially since the Soviets
had a hand in executing "Nagy" for his leadership of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution
against Soviet influence and communist control in Hungary. simultaneously,
"Nehru" instructed that the Minister of External Affairs of India inform its
diplomatic missions abroad that the Indian government position is identical to the
public opinion declared in the Indian media, since the execution and Soviet influence
in Hungary were attacked, and Nehru was willing in maintaining India's close
relations with the Yugoslav Prime Minister, "Josip Broz Tito", who was against the
execution incident and the Soviet intervention in Hungary in general, and "Nehru"
was a partner with "Tito" - and President Nasser - in leading the Non-Aligned
Movement.

The Indian government's reservation did not last long, for international
conferences and press meetings forced "Nehru" and Indian diplomats to announce
India's position, albeit a very conservative declaration, claiming "non-interference
in the internal affairs of Hungary", with the announcement of dissatisfaction with
the execution incident at once, despite India's assertion that it does not support the
execution of the Hungarian leaders, meanwhile it succeeded in transcending that
incident without damaging its relations with either the Soviet Union or Yugoslavia.
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Execution of Imre Nagy

[ have just received your message on the subject of the execution of Imre Nagy
and others in Budapest.

2. T have been greatly distressed by these executions and even more so
the manner in which this was done. Apart from the fact of execution. this
indicates even more than some earlier developments a certain change in Soviet
and Chinese policies, which means rigidity and to some extent a reversion to
older methods which we thought had been given up. All this tends to take us
further away from any relaxation of world tension or move towards world peace.

3. While this is my clear opinion, it will have to be considered in what
form and on what occasion I should express it. I agree with you that we need
not make any governmental pronouncement on this subject, at this stage at least.

4. You might however send messages to our Missions in Budapest,
Belgrade, Cairo and Moscow as well as Peking saying that we have been much
distressed to learn of these executions and the manner they were brought about.
But we do not propose to issue any Government pronouncement on this subject,
for the present at least. The Prime Minister is away. On his return he will no
doubt refer to this on a suitable occasion. You may add that leading newspapers
in India have condemned this business in strong terms and in this matter they
represent Indian opinion.

_ Note to Subimal Dutt, the Foreign Secretary, Manali, 20 June 1958, "Execution of
Imre Nagy" By SWJN, Vol.42, PINMF, New Delhi, 2010, P.650.
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- DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

®
INWARD CABLEGRAM. e
sy

CM I.10306

Dated: 20th June, 1958.
1330

Rec'd: 21st June, 1958.
0830

FROM:

Australian High Commission,
NEW DELHI.

255.UNCLASSIFIED.

Press commsnt on the execution of Nagy.

"Hindustan Standard", 18th June, Begins:

Did Nrgy then by any chance symbolise something
the mighty Kremlin was afraid of? What could it be? Will
the masters of the Kremlin be able to go to sleep now in
peace? It may be doubted. Men die ideas do not - not even
the idea of Communism, And why should Communism at the
height of its power in two Continents be afraid of anything
or anybody? Yet it apparently is. Of whom, the free man?
Of what, the free mind? Nagy was neither to any very
extraordinary degree., It is his unnecessary, unforgiveable
murder (let us call things by their proper names) which
invests the man and his death with a certwain greatness and

the Kremlin with a certain smallness. Ends.
"Statesman", 18th June, on "murder in Hungary"
Begins:

In the event the trial was secret, and Tass makes
ne mention of confessions or novels as they used cynicnll{
to be called in Russia, so perhaps they were not physically
tortured, though they can hardly have been spared repeated
and grueiling interrogations and the long mental torture

| of awaiting a probable and unpleasant death. he

i Titoists in Hungary were garotted., At best they have been
victims of a faithlessness and ruthlessness recalling the
worst period of Stalinism. Ends.

"Indian Express", 19th June, Begins:

Nagy's cold blooded execution thus provides an
occasion for an appraisal of Soviet policy and of the
confusions created in the minds of outside observers ever
since the Twentieth Congress of the C.P.S.U. Like Soviet
readiness to subscribe to the Pancha Sheela while practising
the rudest form of interference in other eountries internal
affairs, the socalled "liberalising influences" were
checked even before they could be felt, since a regime of
totalitarian dietatorship can hardly be expected to
reconcile itself to the implications of autonomy. Ends,

Also from the “Indian Express" P-gins:

Amidst the retrograde moves now being witnessed
flimsier pretexts may suffice for the Kremlin to threaten
force in order to ensure conformity to its wishes, Indced
Nagy's execution may be intended as an exemplary warning
rather than a mere punishment for his crimo. Ends.

"Hindustan Times", 19th June, Begins:

The terrorist methods employed to suppress the
Hungarian revolution have now been turned on four helpless
prisoners, but all that their execution highlights is not
Soviet strength but weakness. When Soviet Russia cannot
even pretend to bo on terms of petrceful coexistence with its
Satellites and has reason to dread the voices from the gaol
beneanth the Kruschov mask is to be disccrned for all the
world to see a Stalinist mien. Ends.

NAA; A1838, 33/1/S PART 3, Inward Cablegram From Australian

High Commission, New Delhi, to Department of External Affairs, Jun.
20, 1958, "Press comment on the execution of Nagy"'.
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(23) M.O. Mathai: Reminiscences of the Nehru Age, New Delhi, 1978, P.172- 173, and See,
_ M.O. Mathai: my days with Nehru, Vikas publishing house LTD, New Delhi, 1979, P.72.
(24) Csaba Bekes, Malcolm Byrne, Janos M. Rainer "Compiled": The 1956 Hungarian revolution: a
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